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MENDOCINO COUNTY. 
 
J. A. JAMISON………………………………………County Assessor. 
 
UKIAH CITY, August 1st, 1869. 
 
Hon. JOHN W. BOST,  
  Surveyor-General: 
 
 SIR: I herewith forward my report for the present year.  My returns are all in 
round numbers, and as near correct as possible for me to obtain them.  The population 
of this county is increasing very fast, and we still have plenty of room.  The lumber 
business of Mendocino is becoming greater every year.  Two first-class mills and three 
smaller ones have been built, and some of the old mills have been improved so as to 
add greatly to their capacity, since the date of my last report.  One paper mill has been 
built and is doing a good business.  The agricultural interests of the county are receiving 
the interest and attention they merit, and are fast developing.  Cattle and sheep are the 
principal live stock, and are generally of the best breeds.  The northern part of the 
county is fast settling up by farmers and stock raisers, induced to settle there by the 
fertility of the soil and salubrity of the climate.  
 
    Very respectfully, etc.,  
   
       J. A. JAMISON,  
        Assessor of Mendocino County. 
 
 





W. V. McGARVEY………………………………………County Assessor. 
 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE,  
MONTEREY, September 12th, 1869. 
 
Hon. JOHN W. BOST,  
  Surveyor-General: 
 
 SIR: According to law, I hereby forward to you my statistical report for the year 
ending January first, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, together with such remarks as I 
have deemed necessary are required in regard to the progress of agriculture and 
development of the resources of Monterey County.  All of which is respectfully 
submitted.  
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 The year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight may be considered as one of the best 
for agriculture since eighteen hundred and fifty; the harvest has been abundant in every 
locality; the yield of grain has exceeded that of any previous year within the memory of 
the modern farmer; copious rains falling at favorable periods, with propitious weather in 
the intervals, have amply rewarded the tiller of the soil and enhanced the value of land.  
 By referring to the statistical table it may be perceived that the crops have been 
more heavy than the previous year, which was likewise counted as very favorable; in 
many places wheat has yielded sixty bushels to the acre, and barley, eighty – the latter 
has even yielded in some instances as many as one hundred bushels to the acre.  
 The land under cultivation was seventy thousand four hundred and eighty-four 
acres.  The prospect of good crops and immigration have increased the cultivated lands 
in eighteen hundred and sixty-nine to ninety-seven thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four acres, or twenty-seven thousand eight hundred and seven thousand three 
hundred and ninety acres more than in eighteen hundred and sixty-eight.  Much arable 
land on the Salinas Plain and San Juan Valley is still used for grazing purposes, and 
will, in course of time, likewise be improved, according to the  wants of an increasing 
population.  
 The wheat crop of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine is much below the average, 
owing to the rust, which made its appearance in the early part of May.  The cause is 
generally ascribed to heavy showers during the month of April, followed immediately by 
intense hot weather.  The rains of the latter part of May were considered beneficial, as 
the wheat fields attacked by rust assumed a more green and healthy appearance.  
Some localities have been more affected by the blight than others.  Lands which last 
year have yielded fifty bushels to the acre will scarcely render sixteen this year, and it is 
reckoned that the wheat crop of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine will not exceed from 
twenty-five to twenty-eight bushels to the acre, on average.  
 Barley has thrived better, although the crop will be far below that of last year, 
probably thirty-five bushels to the acre.  In every instance where the grain has been 
sown early the yield has been heavier.  
 In ordinary seasons barley and oats succeeded better than wheat in most of the 
soil forming most of the arable land of this county.  Farmers who this year have sown 
barley will still reap a reasonable harvest, but, unfortunately, as may be seen by the 
statistics, the quantity of barley sown is small in comparison with wheat.  I must also 
here remark that no regard has been paid to the well experienced method of rotation of 
crops.  
 The culture of hops has lately been undertaken.  Fifty-five acres have yielded, in 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, twelve thousand five hundred and eighty pounds.  A 
tract of land of thirty-five acres, at the foot of the hills on the east side of the Salinas 
Plain, and in the neighborhood of the Village of Natividad, has rendered eight thousand 
pounds.  The yield of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine promises to be handsome.  
Seventy-two acres have been planted with hops.  
 Live stock, although small in numbers, as compared to the years previous to the 
great drought of eighteen hundred and sixty-three and eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
are greatly improving.  The number of cattle in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, 
according to the assessment of that year, was sixty-nine thousand seven hundred head, 
and in eighteen hundred and sixty-five, after the drought, fourteen thousand three 
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hundred and ninety-nine, being a decrease of fifty-five thousand three hundred and one, 
which last number, or most thereof, perished during the winter of eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four and eighteen hundred and sixty-five.  
 The loss of sheep during eighteen hundred and sixty-four was seventy-five 
thousand.  
 The dairies established in this county since the last three years have imported 
valuable stock.  Many new dairies have been established since last year, and are 
carrying on a thriving business.  
 Beef cattle, notwithstanding the large numbers yearly exported to supply the San 
Francisco market, are fast increasing.  
 The value of real estate has greatly risen in the market since the last two years, 
and owing to the increasing demand, may still rise higher.  Immigration is fast settling in, 
and tracts of land for small farms are in demand.  The owners of large tracts will find it a 
benefit to cut up their ranchos into parcels of from fifty to two hundred acres, and 
dispose of them at fair value.  This will likewise tend to the prosperity and progress of 
the country; farmers purchasing lands and making it their homes are more likely to 
improve the same better than the renter, whose only interest is to endeavor to get out of 
the soil all it can produce during the term of his rent, without regard to exhaustion; 
moreover, while the owner of the soil is a permanent resident, the renter is invariably 
migratory, and population of the first named class is what the country requires.  
 The change brought about by turning some of those large tracts of grazing land 
into agricultural farms is visible by the fact that four towns or villages of some 
importance have sprung up in consequence, within a short time.  The first – Castroville, 
near the mouth of the Salinas River – founded in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, contains as present from seven hundred to eight hundred inhabitants, and is a 
thriving place of business.  The freight coming from the Salinas Valley, to be shipped at 
Moss’ or Sudden’s Landing, passes through that town.  
 New Republic, on the Salinas Plain, a short distance from Natividad, begun in 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, contains now about sixty buildings. 
 Salinas City, founded in eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, has grown rapidly, and 
possesses all the elements to insure to that place a prosperous future.  This town is in 
the middle of the Salinas Plain, half way from Monterey to the Town of San Juan, and 
contains already six hundred and fifty inhabitants, exclusive of the laborers employed at 
harvesting.  
 Lastly, the village of Hollister, situated on the San Justo Rancho, near the Town 
of San Juan, founded a few months ago, and containing at present from fifty to sixty 
buildings. 
 Public lands have been settled on everywhere, and almost every available spot 
has been taken up by pre-emption, or entered under the State law.  
 The extent of telegraph line in this county is about fifty-five miles. 
 Four newspapers are published – two at Monterey, one at San Juan and one at 
Castroville.  
 A railroad between Monterey and the Salinas Valley has been projected by the 
North Pacific Transportation Company.  The survey thereof has already been 
completed, and it is expected that the work will be begun shortly.  The same company 
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have built a substantial wharf at Monterey, intended for the embarkation of produce 
from the Salinas Valley.  
 The progress of Monterey County for the last ten years may be fairly indicated by 
the following statement of the assessed value of property during that period.  It will be 
perceived that there has been a decrease at times, owing to bad seasons, and 
particularly during the years of drought; but since the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
five the increase has been constant and rapid: 
 
 
For the year 1859…………………………………………………………….. $1,238,621 00
For the year 1860…………………………………………………………….. 1,497,667 10
For the year 1861…………………………………………………………….. 1,158,537 67
For the year 1862…………………………………………………………….. 1,289,422 02
For the year 1863…………………………………………………………….. 1,256,797 00
For the year 1864…………………………………………………………….. 1,134,845 75
For the year 1865…………………………………………………………….. 1,059,120 50
For the year 1866…………………………………………………………….. 1,253,915 60
For the year 1867…………………………………………………………….. 1,425,671 25
For the year 1868…………………………………………………………….. 2,125,273 55
For the year 1869…………………………………………………………….. 3,528,949,95
 
 
 To the last amount about forty thousand dollars is to be added for the 
subsequent assessments. 
 A discovery has lately been made in regard to the healing qualities of a hot 
mineral spring which, although known since the early days of the settlement of 
California, has been until now unappreciated.  About forty-five miles southeast from 
Monterey, in the mountains between the heights of Galiagua and San Antonio, there 
exists a large cave, covered in the inside with Indian hieroglyphics.  This cave has, 
according to tradition, been occupied by Father Junipero Serra, the founder of the first 
missions in Upper California, when, with his escort, he went on expeditions to the 
rancherias in quest of proselytes.  A crucifix cut in the walls of the cave is said to be the 
work of Father Junipero himself.  Near this cave, and in close proximity to a fine 
mountain stream abounding in trout, is a sulphurous spring, the temperature of which is 
one hundred and twenty degrees, Fahrenheit.  This spring has lately been resorted to 
by persons afflicted with rheumatic complaints, and the effects, according to the 
testimony of those who have visited the locality, have been wonderful.  A man afflicted 
for several years with chronic rheumatism, and who has to take daily four grains of 
morphine to allay his suffering, was, after five says using the water, greatly relieved.  He 
made a second trip to the spring, and, after four days stay, went away so far cured that 
he has since resumed his occupations, which, for a period of four years, he had been 
obliged to abandon, and is at present able to perform manual labor. 
 Several jars of this water have been brought to Monterey, and will be sent to San 
Francisco for analyzation.  The road from Monterey to the place aforesaid is everything 
but a good one.  There is an indifferent wagon road, terminating twenty miles distant 
from the spring; the rest is a rugged mountain trail, but susceptible of improvement with 
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some outlay.  Parties have pre-empted on the spring and the neighborhood, and are 
about making the necessary improvements for the reception of visitors.  
 The whale fisheries on the Bays of Monterey and Carmelo have been carried on 
successfully this year.  On the Bay of Monterey alone, forty-seven whales have been 
caught since last April, which rendered twelve hundred and sixty barrels, or twenty-
seven thousand and ninety gallons of oil.  
 
    Your obedient servant,  
 
       W. V. McGARVEY,  
       Assessor, Monterey County.  
 
 





J. M. MAYFIELD………………………………………County Assessor. 
 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE, Napa County,  
Napa City, October 15th, 1869. 
 
Hon. JOHN W. BOST,  
  Surveyor-General: 
 
 SIR: I herewith send annual report of the statistics of Napa County.  You will 
perceive that the number of registered voters is the same as last report, as that was the 
list of voters at that time, and I supposed was correct, instead of being for the year 
previous.  The wheat crop for the present year is of course estimated.  The crop is very 
light, even where it was not injured by rust.  
 
    Very respectfully,  
 
     Your obedient servant,  
 
       JAS. M. MAYFIELD,  
        Assessor, Napa County.  
By B. W. ARNOLD, Deputy.
